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promoting school, resources and the w
forward for the research projects etc.

In the afternoon of March 29, a pres
conference on ALy dSyairds
aSyidz2NAy3a t NPINIY
by the Belijing Juvenile Life Education Ce
was held at the Beijing New World J
Guang Hotel. Prominent giests included
Dr Tan Weping, Deputy Direcr General o
the State Council Leading Group Office
Poverty Alleviation and Development, |
Thomas TSO, Director, Beijing Office
HKSAR Government, Praf Jiahua, Vice
Presidentof CvYU Prof Han SHnui, Peking 1 :

Universitte. YR t NB T ésidefit T Press Conference/o G KS daLy Sy

of Griffith University. Audiences comprise Community Mentoring Program in Beijing

some 500 members from academic

institutiong/'corporate, supervisors, mentors, parents and childrdrom six migrant children school
participating in the Mentoring Program.

Detais of the press conferaeare at the following sites:

http://www.lifeedu.org.cn/Article/ShowArticle.asp?ArticleID=69
http://news.163.com/09/0330/09/55L52N1S000120GU.html
http://www.jyb.cn/china/gnxw/200903/t20090331 259723.html
http://news.163.com/09/0331/04/55N646CF000120GU.html

The Network is working with the Beijing Center for Disease Control and the Institute of Medical Informat
the Chinese Aademy of Medical Sciences on a Need Assessment Studgatth HPromoting School for Loc:
Children and Migrant @ildren in Beijing. During his visit to Beijing, Dr Chan also visited Dandelion Schoo
Xin Shi Yan Xue Xiao and Huang Zhuang School and met with the school principals and teachers.
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Research Corner

Title: Differential outcomes of psycho -social development

among local and mobile students in two school settings
Charles C. Chan, Philemon Choi, M.K. Lai, BillTsang, Holly Ming
(The research is going to be presented in  the National Conference on Maobile Children in Beijing )

An estimated 10% population in China are n
to-urban migrants and 12% of this population
children of school age. Adjustment of migri
children is positively related to resilience a
social support. Understanding the activi
leading to higher resilience and social suppc
important to the design of adolesce
development programs for these athien.

In a sample of 925 junior secondary one to th
students from three Beijing and one Shan
middle schools, there were 181 (19.57%) |
students in public schools, 289 (31.24%) mu
students in public schools, and 455 (49.1
mobile studens in migrant schools. Relative
local students, mobile children showed signific
lower level resilience and social support. A ’
school education program for these children 1 Migrant childrenin Beijing
crucial to their positive adjustment in order

produce better developmenoutcomes for urba

living.

Multivariately adjusted afteschool activit
predictors of these outcomes were identifi
Talking to parents and homework/studying w
related to better outcomes where
electronic/online games outside home w
related to poorer outcomes. The group

activity  interaction identified  suggest
differential effects of activities on resilience
social support. Education programs for mo
children should promote interaction wi
parents and studying, and prevent or minie
the opportunity to play electronic/online gamr
outside the home.

1 One of the migrant schosin Beijing



Title: A person -oriented approach to unravel the complex

relationship between after
among mobile children

(Thisresearch is going to be presented in

A few types of procedures under the personented
and traditional variableoriented approach wa
applied to a sample of,Q70 junior secondary one
three students from three Belijing and one Shan
middle schools, on their afteschool activities an
resilience in order to elucidate the relations betwe
activities and resilience.

The persororiented approach analyses wel
performed with a freeware named SLEIPN
developed by Bergman and ElI Khouri of 1
Stockholm Laboratory for Developmental Scien
169 cases (15.79%) were identified as multivari
outliers with significant highelevel of participation
in all afterschool activities (Active). Five cluste

-school activiti

Charles C. Chan & M. K. Lai
the National Conference on

es and resilience

Mobile Children in Beijing )

were identified among the 901 remaining cases ¢
the clusters with cluster sizes and percentage of
total 1,070 students were: Inactive (487, 45.51¢
TV/Game Indulged (1584.77%), Responsible (11
10.37%), Outgoing (84, 7.85%), and Indepenc
(61, 5.70%). Resilience level of TV/Game Indul
students was significantly lower than Responsi
and Independent students. To promote resilience
local and mobile children, #eities of watching TV
and playing electronic/online games at home

outside should be appropriately redirec¢dd or

substituted. Local children studying in public scho
are at a higher risk of participating in such activit
with affiliated lower resiience.

Title: Executive functions in children with developmental

dyS|eX|a Dorcas Fok , Alma Au & Alice Lai

In collaboration with the Manulife Centre for Childr
with Specific Learning Disabilities, this research
at examining whether differentiation in executi
functions deficient exists in dyslexic children sh
severity and subtype of language difficulties dif
Developmental dyslexia is largely regarded a
Wil yBHdEaFIRQ RAA2NRSNE ¢
afflicted by it often show other nofinguistic
symptoms  such as disorganization, p
concentration, problems in working memoi
affecting both phonological and visuospa

The Brain's

Executive
Functions

modalities. These manifestations all point to -
possibility of underlying executive functions defit
independent of problems in language processing.

Existing research on delopmental dyslexia i
predominantly centered on dysfunction in languag
using alphabetic system and executive function
developmental dyslexia in logographic languse
system (e.g. Chinese) has not been addressed.
research will be the first of itkind to investigate
executive functions in dyslexic children
orthographic language. Our findings ¢
expected to provide insight into th
possibility of impairment of executiv
functioning as a fundamental underlyir
deficit in dyslexia and will allows to contrast
executive functioning in dyslexic childre
using orthographic language system a
those using alphabetic language systems.

EMOTIONS

our goal to further understand how dyslex
children perform in different domains c

-Organizing ~Tuning in

. | executive functions anddw their language

+Sustaining focus

«Shifting attention *Modulating emotions

+Getting to work

difficulties may be tied to their executiv
functioning deficits. Our data collection is ¢

to begin in May 2009.



Title: A model of coalition capacity for effective public health

interventions  Kevin Chan & Charles C. Cha n
(This is part of the PhD research by Kevin Chan)

The present study reviews &

extensive list of theoretical an

empirical research on healt 3
promating coalitions and propose
an integrated framework tha
evaluates key domains of coalitic
capacity from a relational contex
Capacity parameters (level i
formalization, leadership, cohesio I
and developmental stage ¢ {f
coalition) are analyzed in termef i
their structural coherence and the
relationship with coalition outcome
(perceived coalition effectivenes
YR YSYOSNBQ O2
networks) with the aid of soci¢
network analysis, independer
statistical model, and inter
dependent statiical models.

From the coalition parameters surveyed, the coalit
featured in this study (KTSHC) showed a high lev
coalition capacity, perceived effectiveness, ¢
YSYOSNEQ O2ffl 02N GA2Y
parameters  were interdependent,  exhiing
statistically significant correlation among each oth
Network densities reported from this study were Ic
relative to other health promotion coalitions, bt
compatible when compared to similar efforts «
safety promotion. The coalition was distinc
characterized by a cosgeriphery structure in whict
the core comprised various members from several
organizations  (healthcare professionals, lo
government representatives, central governme
delegates, and education professionals) and
periphery reached out to a variety of organizatio
and community representatives.

Regression analysis on indivicleel capacity
parameters and network measures revealed tl
coalition effectiveness was primarily attributed

how core members appraise thayke of leadership
assess the level of development, and utilize periph
members on referrals of services and professic
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1 Core network of the KTSHC

placements.

Findings from this study shed lights on the struct
and context of an internationally recognized mode
promoting community health in the form of Salf
Community and Healthy City. These findings also |
implications for studying the process of commur
health intervention from a relational perspective al
contributed to the unfolding of processes ai
implementation underlying intersector collaboratior
on health promotion in the form of communit
coalition.

Accredited by the World
Health Organization (WHO) ir
2003, the KTSHC is one of thi
150 safe communities in the
world that advocates to the
promotion of safety in a
community context.
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