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Newsletter 
Beijing News Updates  

Project on Health and Development 

of Migrant Children in Beijing  

The meeting of Steering Committee and Executive Committee on 
Health and Development of Migrant Children was held on March 
29at the China Youth University for Political Sciences (CYU), 
Beijing. Members present included Dr Philemon Choi and Prof 
Cordia Chu (Co-Chairmen), Dr Charles Chan, Prof Shi Bai-nian and 
Prof Chen Shu-qiang from the CYU, Dr Bill Tsang and Ms Hilda 
Cheung from the Hong Kong Youth Foundation, and Dr Sun Mei-
Ping and Dr Cao Ruo-xiang from the Beijing Center for Disease 
Control. Below are the Issues discussed: mentoring program in 
Beijing, training programs on resilience and life planning, health 

Whatõs new in this 

issue? 

¶ Steering Committee and Executive Committee on Health and 
Development of Migrant Children 



promoting school, resources and the way 
forward for the research projects etc. 
 
In the afternoon of March 29, a press 
conference on  άLƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
aŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎέ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ 
by the Beijing Juvenile Life Education Center 
was held at the Beijing New World Jing 
Guang Hotel.  Prominent guests included: 
Dr Tan Wei-ping, Deputy Director General of 
the State Council Leading Group Office of 
Poverty Alleviation and Development, Mr 
Thomas TSO, Director, Beijing Office of 
HKSAR Government, Prof Li Jia-hua, Vice 
President of CYU, Prof Han Shi-hui, Peking 
UniversityΣ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦ Lŀƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΣ tǊesident 
of Griffith University.  Audiences comprised 
some 500 members from academic 

institutions/corporate, supervisors, mentors, parents and children from six migrant children schools 
participating in the Mentoring Program.  
 
Details of the press conference are at the following sites:  
 
http://www.lifeedu.org.cn/Article/ShowArticle.asp?ArticleID=69 
http://news.163.com/09/0330/09/55L52N1S000120GU.html 
http://www.jyb.cn/china/gnxw/200903/t20090331_259723.html 
http://news.163.com/09/0331/04/55N646CF000120GU.html 
 
The Network is working with the Beijing Center for Disease Control and the Institute of Medical Information of 
the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences on a Need Assessment Study of Health Promoting School for Local 
Children and Migrant Children in Beijing. During his visit to Beijing, Dr Chan also visited Dandelion School, Tong 
Xin Shi Yan Xue Xiao and Huang Zhuang School and met with the school principals and teachers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Press Conference oƴ ǘƘŜ άLƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
Community Mentoring Program in Beijing 

¶ Participants of the Press Conference on the 
άLƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ aŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ 
Beijing 

¶ One of the schools for migrant children in 
Beijing 

http://www.lifeedu.org.cn/Article/ShowArticle.asp?ArticleID=69
http://news.163.com/09/0330/09/55L52N1S000120GU.html
http://www.jyb.cn/china/gnxw/200903/t20090331_259723.html
http://news.163.com/09/0331/04/55N646CF000120GU.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An estimated 10% population in China are rural-
to-urban migrants and 12% of this population are 
children of school age. Adjustment of migrant 
children is positively related to resilience and 
social support. Understanding the activities 
leading to higher resilience and social support is 
important to the design of adolescent 
development programs for these children.   
 

Title: Differential outcomes of psycho -social development 

among local and mobile students in two school settings  
Charles C. Chan, Philemon Choi, M.K. Lai, Bill Tsang, Holly Ming  

(The research is going to be presented in the  National Conference on Mobile Children in Beijing ) 

In a sample of 925 junior secondary one to three 
students from three Beijing and one Shanghai 
middle schools, there were 181 (19.57%) local 
students in public schools, 289 (31.24%) mobile 
students in public schools, and 455 (49.19%) 
mobile students in migrant schools. Relative to 
local students, mobile children showed significant 
lower level resilience and social support. After 
school education program for these children are 
crucial to their positive adjustment in order to 
produce better development outcomes for urban 
living.  

Multivariately adjusted after-school activity 
predictors of these outcomes were identified. 
Talking to parents and homework/studying were 
related to better outcomes whereas 
electronic/online games outside home were 
related to poorer outcomes. The group by 
activity interaction identified suggested 
differential effects of activities on resilience and 
social support. Education programs for mobile 
children should promote interaction with 
parents and studying, and prevent or minimize 
the opportunity to play electronic/online games 
outside the home. 

Research Corner  

¶ Migrant children in Beijing 

¶ One of the migrant schools in Beijing 

¶ Classroom of Migrant Children School 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few types of procedures under the person-oriented 
and traditional variable-oriented approach was 
applied to a sample of 1,070 junior secondary one to 
three students from three Beijing and one Shanghai 
middle schools, on their after-school activities and 
resilience in order to elucidate the relations between 
activities and resilience. 
 
The person-oriented approach analyses were 
performed with a freeware named SLEIPNER 
developed by Bergman and El Khouri of the 
Stockholm Laboratory for Developmental Science. 
169 cases (15.79%) were identified as multivariate 
outliers with significant higher level of participation 
in all after-school activities (Active). Five clusters 

Title: A person -oriented approach to unravel the complex 

relationship between after -school activiti es and resilience 

among mobile children  Charles C. Chan & M. K. Lai 

(This research is going to be presented in the  National Conference on Mobile Children in Beijing ) 
 

were identified among the 901 remaining cases and 
the clusters with cluster sizes and percentage of the 
total 1,070 students were: Inactive (487, 45.51%), 
TV/Game Indulged (158, 14.77%), Responsible (111, 
10.37%), Outgoing (84, 7.85%), and Independent 
(61, 5.70%). Resilience level of TV/Game Indulged 
students was significantly lower than Responsible 
and Independent students. To promote resilience in 
local and mobile children, activities of watching TV 
and playing electronic/online games at home or 
outside should be appropriately redirected or 
substituted. Local children studying in public schools 
are at a higher risk of participating in such activities 
with affiliated lower resilience.  

In collaboration with the Manulife Centre for Children 
with Specific Learning Disabilities, this research aims 
at examining whether differentiation in executive 
functions deficient exists in dyslexic children whose 
severity and subtype of language difficulties differ.  
Developmental dyslexia is largely regarded as a 
ΨƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ-ōŀǎŜŘΩ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊΣ ȅŜǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
afflicted by it often show other non-linguistic 
symptoms such as disorganization, poor 
concentration, problems in working memory 
affecting both phonological and visuospatial 

Title: Executive functions in children with developmental 

dyslexia  Dorcas Fok , Alma Au  & Alice Lai 

modalities.  These manifestations all point to the 
possibility of underlying executive functions deficits 
independent of problems in language processing.   
 
Existing research on developmental dyslexia is 
predominantly centered on dysfunction in languages 
using alphabetic system and executive function in 
developmental dyslexia in logographic language 
system (e.g. Chinese) has not been addressed.  This 
research will be the first of its kind to investigate 
executive functions in dyslexic children of 

orthographic language.  Our findings are 
expected to provide insight into the 
possibility of impairment of executive 
functioning as a fundamental underlying 
deficit in dyslexia and will allow us to contrast 
executive functioning in dyslexic children 
using orthographic language system and 
those using alphabetic language systems.  It is 
our goal to further understand how dyslexic 
children perform in different domains of 
executive functions and how their language 
difficulties may be tied to their executive 
functioning deficits.  Our data collection is set 
to begin in May 2009.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: A model of coalition capacity for effective public health 

interventions  Kevin Chan & Charles C. Cha n 

(This is part of the PhD research by Kevin Chan)  

The present study reviews an 
extensive list of theoretical and 
empirical research on health 
promoting coalitions and proposes 
an integrated framework that 
evaluates key domains of coalition 
capacity from a relational context. 
Capacity parameters (level of 
formalization, leadership, cohesion, 
and developmental stage of 
coalition) are analyzed in terms of 
their structural coherence and their 
relationship with coalition outcomes 
(perceived coalition effectiveness) 
ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ όǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
networks) with the aid of social 
network analysis, independent 
statistical model, and inter-

dependent statistical models. 
 
From the coalition parameters surveyed, the coalition 
featured in this study (KTSHC) showed a high level of 
coalition capacity, perceived effectiveness, and 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ 
parameters were interdependent, exhibiting 
statistically significant correlation among each other. 
Network densities reported from this study were low 
relative to other health promotion coalitions, but 
compatible when compared to similar efforts on 
safety promotion. The coalition was distinctly 
characterized by a core-periphery structure in which 
the core comprised various members from several key 
organizations (healthcare professionals, local 
government representatives, central government 
delegates, and education professionals) and the 
periphery reached out to a variety of organizations 
and community representatives.  
 
Regression analysis on individual-level capacity 
parameters and network measures revealed that 
coalition effectiveness was primarily attributed to 
how core members appraise the style of leadership, 
assess the level of development, and utilize peripheral 
members on referrals of services and professional 

¶ Web-based Survey System 

placements.  
Findings from this study shed lights on the structure 
and context of an internationally recognized mode of 
promoting community health in the form of Safe 
Community and Healthy City. These findings also have 
implications for studying the process of community 
health intervention from a relational perspective and 
contributed to the unfolding of processes and 
implementation underlying inter-sector collaboration 
on health promotion in the form of community 
coalition. 
 

¶ Core network of the KTSHC 

Accredited by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) in 
2003, the KTSHC is one of the 
150 safe communities in the 
world that advocates to the 
promotion of safety in a 
community context.   




